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Parts of Speech:
Clauses

CLAUSES:  

A clause is a complete unit of thought containing a subject and a verb (= a predicate).

INDEPENDENT CLAUSES:  
An independent clause can stand by itself as a sentence.  

DEPENDENT (= SUBORDINATE) CLAUSES:  
A subordinate (dependent) clause contains a subject and a verb but is not a complete sentence.  

SIMPLE SENTENCE  = 1 independent clause 

Independent Clauses
(= SIMPLE Sentences)

I love walking in the park.

Brigitte's family comes from Germany.

I used to ride my bicycle every day.

The producer of the show quit yesterday.         

Dependent Clauses
(= NOT sentences)

Since I love walking in the park.

While Brigitte's family comes from Germany.

Before I used to ride my bicycle every day.

After the producer of the show quit yesterday.

•	 The dependent clauses look just like the independent clauses with one exception:  a dependent 
marker word (here:  since, while, before, after).   

•	 Those dependent marker words are called subordinating conjunctions (we will cover them soon). 

Key Observations about Clauses

1. A dependent clause = a subordinating conjunction  + an independent clause

2. A dependent clause leaves an incomplete thought.  

  Since I love walking in the park . . . yes?  What do you do?  

  While Brigitte's family comes from Germany . . . yes?  What about yours?  

  Before I used to ride my bicycle every day . . . yes?  What did you do?  
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1

A) NO CHANGE
B) is remaining 
C) remaining
D) remains

2

A) NO CHANGE 
B) Mattel, making 
C) Mattel which 
D) Mattel; and that 

3

A) NO CHANGE
B) there 
C) it's
D) its

4

A) NO CHANGE
B) journals argue
C) journals argues
D) journals, argues 

5  
A) NO CHANGE 
B) affect
C) are effecting 
D) is effecting  

Putting It All Together

Legos

     The humble Lego brick, more than a half century 

after it hit shelves, 1  remain a wildly successful 

toy, thanks to the building block’s versatility as well 

as multiple licensing deals over the last decade.  

Those deals recently catapulted Lego over 2  

Mattel, that made it the top toy maker in the world.

     But Lego bricks have also occasionally found 

their way into laboratories as tools for scientific 

research.  A team at The University of Cambridge, 

for instance, used the bricks to build synthetic bones 

for 3  their research.  Now, researchers at Iowa 

State University have turned to transparent Lego 

bricks as a novel, low cost way to study plant growth.  

The work, recently published in several 4  journals, 

argue that the bricks can be used to create highly 

precise, centimeter -scale systems with chemical 

gradients to study how chemical changes 5  effect 

root growth.
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